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AFRO-AM NOTES

Varities of Black Experience

White people have always attempted to define blackness in terms of “nigger.” This is a historical fact.
A fact which is entirely evident to all who have read newspapers or have watched movies, Remembrances
of countless Rochester-Step ’n Fetchit stereotype watermelon-eatin’, ass-kickin’, shoe-shinin’, shufflin’,

GOOD niggers.

Good niggers. Maids & butlers & chauffeurs & servants, Niggers who don’t talk back,

Niggers who don’t bleed, Niggers wholettheir limbs be pulled by white strings at the hands of puppetmaster

America,

Indeed, Hollywood has kept the nigger myth alive. Projecting an endless image or docile, white god-
fearing, smiling children. Children whose destiny consists of mowing lawns & cleaning toilets, & true
to its heritage, America accepted the message of its media. & yes those niggers just LOVE to sit around in
the sun, drink wine, fuck & go to work in the morning. Yeah I can underStand them. It’s the white man’s
burden, NIGGER! Get down & SCRUB MY FLOORS,

The nature of the thing is crystal clear. The qulcai extension of nig-ger is Ne-gro. & yes its cool to
keep castrated, Maybe the best way out is the way in, Put on a seersucker suit, smoke a big cigar, read
playboy magazine, go to church, sit at a desk & try to make it as a Ne-gro, Wow, A white man with black
skin, With whiteman’s hair & whlteman s culture. Maybe even try to live in his neighborhood. Raise the
flag, salute. Go to hell. Take your neurotic, middle=class, affected & inherited, backw;mi ‘ways & go sumght

to hell. To hell.

But America gets uptight, Its flag startsto come apart at the seams, Tal)ﬁ.ng ai)wst oommmﬂata & oﬁgﬁd@
agitators., Che Guevera’s with beards,

What America doesn’t realize is
that these agitators areinsideagi-
tators. Emanating from the coreof
the movement. Rapping out black
thought to every virgin mind. Talk-
ing much shit, Good shit, Intelligent
shit,

America shudders & seesanen-
tirely different kind of nigger, Hard
core nigger. Intelligent nigger,
Revolutionary nigger. Bad nigger.
Bad nigger. Who demands to have
HIS culture. Who demandstohave,
basically, what is his. Sunglasses,
his own hair, John Coltrane & soul
food. & he will eat his watermelon
& like it. He will be proud of his
nature & his heritage, He will
understand, basically, that racism
is the black man’s burden. Some=~
thing he will have to deal with.
Something which moves invisibly.
Something which has structures
which are not at all apparent. And
it isthese structures we must move
to destroy.

Ironically enough, it wasAmeri-
ca's media-which createdthe myth
of nigger in the first place == which
helped perpetuate the idea of black-
ness, Despite the obvious distor-
tions of the press & out of context
quotations, the Negro (the use of
this term is for a point) could
check out the newsreels & catch
just a glimpse of what the brother
had to say. He could shout “black
power” & raise his clenched fist,
He could dance to his music a lit-

tle bit better, If you can dig that,
He could understand that" his
rhythm was on a brainwa.ye of
another di fon. Something be-

R

say. State of mind concx-gmg
words. Abstraction into form.
k words on white paper.
out to touch souls. Your

yond what white America could

ever understand. A trlnsmigﬂfed.'

multi-complexioned, c: ~Sec=
tional jazz- gyraﬂmcﬂhmpeo-
ple, Of anentirelydifferent stroke.
This is not to say that western,
judeo-christian culture is untl.mly
without merit. This is not to say
that the black nature is entirely
on the good side of the dialectic
pole. This is to say, however, that
cultural & ethical conﬂicts are an
ethnic reality. That some black
values conflict with those of the
white. That before an assimilation
of values canbe achieved it is prac=-
tical, indeed necessary that the
nature of blackness be defined by
means of autonomy. In order to
assure the survivalofthis country,
it is necessary that our culture
(black culture) be expoused on an
equal level to western culture. & I
address this last remark to power
structure figures everywhere.

Black is a snynthesis. Blackisa
state of mind. Blackisan onslaught
of jazz-filled joy,.Black is slang
city. Black is stoned city, Blackis
song. Black'is sun glasses. Black
is greens & black-eyed peas. Black
is rhythm dance. Black is soul.
Soul is black. Black is beautiful,
More than my words could ever

souls. The souls of my people. My
brothers & my sisters. The mes-

sage belongs to all of us, So.that.
reader can understand what said e

revolution is all about. & not react

assimilation, Where white man
sees black man as man Instead of
boy. At
tion. & to secure it, there may be
blood. For America refuses togive
the people up-unto themselves, It
refuses to discardits racist no-
tions. Black pecple are no longer
willing to walt for change lung
tim= coming. If this change  not
secured ‘this cu.ngn if you
will, this' revolution, willbetsleﬁn

Bs' w mmnﬁ‘neeéssary. By any
ﬁacesm Power to the
peome. Liberation to the wretched
of the earth, As emotion blossoms
into wisdom, Wise men in long,
dark robes, To know what east~
west means, Joined consciousness
throughout the worlds. Mind power
in motion, Days of pain &days of
love, Call me the prophet/poet of
a new time, Cal me elder. Let
the word be revealed & get the
lies out. Get it out or give it up.
Then call me brother, Brother.

The Way it Spozed to l)e

by Ira Palmer

We have not been honest with ourselves, What is more, we have not been honest with our fellowman,

We have sought to avoid the facts of our history. For a time om‘ obliviousness seemed to wcu-k but we had

contrived a world of unreality.

It is frequently insisted that the key toracial peace in America is “education,” It is impossible that when
all Americans are “properly educated” our racial problems will suddenly vanish; yet there is perhaps
more merit than we commonly recognize in helping one ancther to know more nbuut the society we take
for granted merely because it is ours. Ours is probably not the best of all possible worlds, Perhaps it
could be better if we knew more about our antecedent-selves -- how our percepuons of onrselVES and of
others have evolved over the span of our brief history and why,

Because today’s youth have been provided with aninterpretation of history which has been highly stylized
and selective, their perceptions have been muddled and their preparation compromised. How can black
Americans or white Americans have an adequate perception of each other, Teday’s youth want -- indeed
demand -- truth. Only when one’s true self -- white or black -- is exposed, can this society proceed to
deal with the problems from a position of clarity.

It i{s with this revelation that the black man seeks to establish for himself a “negotiable identity.” It is
with a spirit of aggressiveness that he seeks to heal the wounds of black America and insure black survival.
Blacks must have this sense of urgency if they are to solve certain serious social problems, And in order
to do this, black people in America must get themselves together and with a concerted effort ‘take care of

business,’

Integration as thought of by most
whites has not solvedthe problems
of the black community, rather, it
has fed disunity and has led us
down the pathto disconcern. Blacks
have become so interested inmak-
ing it “in there,” so to speak, that
they have forsaken the black com-
munity and have become assimi-
lated into white society. Itiscrys=-
tal clear that society is capable of
and willing to reward those indi-
viduals who do not forcefully con~
demn it for itsways ofATTEMPT=
ING to solve black problems.

Black people in America have no
time to play nice, polite parlor
games -- especially whenthelives
of other blacks are at stake, Some
white Americans can afford to
speak softly, tread lightly, employ

the soft-sell and put-off (or is it
put-down?) They own society. For
black people to adopt THEIR meth=
ods of relieving OUR oppression
is ludicrous. We blacks must re=-
spond in our own way, on our own
terms, in a manner which fits our
temperaments, The definitions of
ourselves, the roles we pursue,
the goals we week are OUR re-
sponsibility.

Thus we have no intention of
engaging in the rather meaningless
language socommon todiscussions
of race in America: “Granted,
things are bad, but we are making
progress.”; “Granted, your de-
mands are legitimate, but we can~
not move hastily, Stable societies
are bullt slowly.” “Be careful that

you do not anger or alienate your
white allies; remember, after all,
you are only ten percent of the
population,” We reject this lan-
guage and these views, whether
expressed by black or white; we
leave them to others to mouth,
because we do not feel that this
rhetoric is either relevant or use-
ful,

Rather, we would suggesta more
meaningful language, that of Fred-
erick Douglass, a black American
who understood the nature of pro-
test in this society:

Those who profess to favor

freedom yet deprecate agita-

tion, are men who want crops
without plowing up the ground;
(Continued on Page 7
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No More Jive

by Sam Schley

Somewhere near the heart of the problems confronting the Black
community is the “miseducation of the Negro.” This “miseducation”
consists principally in the education of Black scholars to feel contempt
for themselves and for their people. By failing to confront Black
scholars with adequate knowledge about themselves, both to counter

white stereotypes and to bolster

Hartford has also failed to develop m

self-confidence, the University of
ul helpful r

between Black Scholars and the Black Community. The total effect that
the University has had on the Elack Community is grossly negative,
Success at the University of Hartford by a Black student means that
the Black Community has been robbed and deprived of him. Once a
Black student has received a degree from the University, he is quali-

- fied to perform and act only in a white-natured position, or profession,

He can not carry his so-called educationbackto his own people because
he has been sufficiently indoctrinated into a white world or a white
shtqﬂ!mmd and has a degree to prove it,

. The concept of & School of Black
St\mes!a lefinitely revolutionary.
Yeah? Y a'nm Yeah! It
emerges out the frustrations
and dlsappumtﬁémm ‘Black stu-
dents that realize that the present
;:cmqepl of education at the Univer-
sitv of Hartford (Umversuv of
‘White Studies in lts effects) ha.
no ;elevance to the total Bllck
Cormunity and who realize the
‘negative rewards of allowing them~
'selves to be integrated into a so-
ciety or an institution which isra-
cist and/or functions to the effect
of deblilitating “Black, By rsc&s
Iam referring to an attitude, often
not conscious, which cmsaa an
individual or an institution to re-
spond to a situation in a different
manner when Blacks are {nvolved
than when whites onlyare involved,
The-effect of such an attitude {sto
subordinate Black folks and main~
tain control and power of.manipn-
lation over us, Institutional racism,
is ‘subtle unless indentiffable in
“terms of speéific individuals being
guilty of racism. This does not
mean that this “slick” form of
racism Is less destructive of
human-values, Institutional racism
originates in the operation of es=
tablished and respected forces in
the society and therefore is not
accorded the public condemnation
it deserves. Thus, the irrelevance
of the University fits well into our
definition of racism. The QUOT-
ABLE RON KARENGER has sum-
marized our efforts and us beauti-
fully by saying “We are revolu=
tionists. We believe in change. We
believe in being realistic, but as
for reality, we have come tochange
it,” Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!

The idea or concept of a School
of Black Studies offends many per-
sons, both Black and non-Black,
because they feel such an overt
concept merelystimulates separa-
tism and racial divisiveness, It
is understandable at ‘a first glance
that this proposition might appear
to be valid. But upon examination
of the nature of our proposals, it
is to.be concluded that the goals
and destinies of black folks such
as power, self respect, and re-
spect from others, selflove, equal-
ity, and in general ‘righteous
liberation"” are not bestowed onone
group by another, but rather must
be gained by the group being op-
pressed or discriminated against
by its OWN efforts. . .This is why

Sam Schley and Jinr Odell.

b Thursday at 11 A.M.
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_recognition of black people,

x
%
t  The opportunity for white students to support the Afro-Am E

we deemed it necessary to advo-
cate suchanindependent andauton=-
omously structured school of Black
Studies, This is not to say that
white people can not play impor-
tant and crucial roles in the pro-
cess, but whites MUST understand
that the Black man must be his
own spokesman, his own strate=-
gist, his own judge, as to what is
reasonable oracceptable, and must
mobilize the sentiment of his peo~
ple to their own advantage, White
folks should definitely understand
this because it is a necessary in=-
gredient in our “soulful strut” to-
wards freedom, we got taken away
from us in 1565 dammit!!! Thus

. proposals for such things as black

dormitories with black students
having expressed priority or pre-
ference in occupancy and18 others
of a similar or related nature
emerge. Proposals of the nature
formulated by the black community
on campus are not to develop an
apartheid university; rather they
are to provide a valid academic
the
Black experience, and Black
students as a part of the society
which the university is supposed
to serve. It’s all very plain and
simple! Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!
Those who aspire to a society in
which Black and whites live with
mutual respect and equality must
strive to understand the drivesand
sources that cause ustomake such
proposals because asJames Brown
might scream ‘This may be the
last time’. dig it?

The proposed School of Black
Studies has to be autonomous be-
cause Black people, unlike other
minority groups, have beenrobbed
and cheated of knowledge and self-
appreciation of themselves as a
people, We are the only minority
in the reacist country who was
ever legally deprived and denied
the right to education. Can you dig
that? Can you understand that? This
is why we need exactly what we have
proposed. Even some of the so-
called radical students have label=~
ed certain of our proposals as un-
reasonable or uncalled for and
negotiable, Who the hell do they
think they are to say what black
folks need? They too have not lib-
erated themselves from racism
and all of its implications. It is
crystal clear to us that programs
of meaningful change havetocome

(Continued on Page 15)
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On Thursday, April 24, the Afro-American Club and Students
for = Democratic Society (SDS) will sponsor an 11 A M. teach-in
demonstration, centered around the proposals for a School of
Black Studies. The intention of the demonstration is to educate
the academic community about the specifics of the proposals,
and their implications. Speaking at the rally wx]l be Angelo Lewis.

)

Organization’s proposals has now presented itself. Because the
School of Black Studies would dramatically improve ALL
education at the University, white students have as large a stake
in the School of Black Studies as black students do. The myths
that the School of Black Studies is only for blacks, and that the
b School is not necessary if the University is to be at all relevant to
b any student, will be dispelled at the rally.

The demonstration will take place outside of Gengras C.C. pn



